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I know this really good Christian lady that has to do a lot of traveling for her business, so 

she flies in airplanes a lot. However, flying makes her nervous, so she always takes her 

Bible along with her to read and this helps relax her. 

 

One time, she was sitting next to a man. When he saw her pull out her Bible, he gave a 

little chuckle and went back to what he was doing. After a while, he turned to her and 

asked, “You don’t really believe all that stuff in there do you?” 

 

The lady replied, “Of course I do. It is the Bible.” 

 

He said, “Well, what about that guy that was swallowed by that whale?” 

 

She replied, “Oh, Jonah. Yes, I believe that, it is in the Bible.” 

 

He asked, “Well, how do you suppose he survived all that time inside the whale?” 

 

The lady said, “Well, I don’t really know. I guess when I get to heaven, I will ask him.” 

 

“What if he isn’t in heaven?” the man asked sarcastically. 

 

The lady replies, “Then you can ask him.”  

 

The moral to the story? Missionary discipleship is not easy! We have all found ourselves 

in awkward conversations about our faith journeys.  

 

What is missionary discipleship? Well, it is what we see in the tenth chapter of the 

Gospel of St. Luke today. This chapter in Luke is a beautiful portrait of what the Church 

should look like. It wouldn’t be a bad idea for all of us to sit down at some point this 

week with our bibles and just read this chapter, contemplating the Lord’s will for us in 

the life of the Church. 

 

Yes, Jesus appoints twelve to be disciples and these are the ones Jesus is grooming to be 

apostles, his most immediate representatives. But then Jesus, right at the beginning of the 

tenth chapter of Luke, appoints a further seventy two disciples to be sent to all the known 

nations, to proclaim the Gospel, to be missionary disciples, to evangelize. 

 

What can we immediately learn about the Church from this chapter of St. Luke? My 

friends, we learn right off the bat that the Gospel is not just for private pleasure or 

personal edification. The Gospel is seed. Once we receive it, we are meant to spread it 

around. 

 

And missionary discipleship isn’t a job just for priests, deacons and bishops. By our 

baptism, every one of us is called to participate in the priestly, prophetic and royal 
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ministry of Jesus Christ. The task of evangelization is for all of the baptized. And so, a 

powerful question in the Spirit life for all of us can be: Have I ever invited someone into 

the Church? Have I ever brought someone to Jesus Christ? If the answer is yes, then we 

can say with conviction that we are participating in the mission Jesus gave to the Church 

in the Gospel today. If the answer is no, we have not invited someone into the Church, 

the invitation becomes: get busy. Get busy evangelizing. 

 

It begins by being able to tell your story. Why is Jesus important to you? As a priest, I 

have heard a variety of different themes as people share with me why Jesus is important 

to them. Sometimes it is a story of profound conversion, of a soul going the wrong way 

until Jesus helped them radically rediscover their true selves. Sometimes it is a story of 

profound revelation, when Jesus revealed something very important to them at a critical 

moment in life. Many times, it is a story of gradual conversion over time like a good 

friendship that grows richer and richer over the passing of the years. And there are other 

really good kinds of sacred stories, so what is yours? What is your story, your personal 

story of why Jesus is important to you? Can you articulate that story? Can you celebrate 

that story with others, beginning with your family? Perhaps that would be a good 

assignment for this coming week, because at the heart of missionary discipleship is a 

relationship with Jesus that can be communicated with others.    

 

There is another fascinating piece in today’s Gospel. It says Jesus sent out the seventy 

two disciples two by two. What does this mean? It means that, even though we are all 

called to be missionary disciples, the mission of the Church ought not to be conducted by 

lone rangers. The Church is communitarian in nature. We are not called to be isolated 

saints. We are called to a communion of saints. We are one body of Christ. The 

ramification of this is that, when people say “I am spiritual but not religious”, (you have 

heard that phrase before, haven’t you? “I am spiritual but not religious!”), there is 

absolutely no such distinction in the New Testament. Jesus sends them out two by two, 

we are communitarian in nature.   

 

Jesus says to his disciples something we all know is true today, that the harvest is 

plentiful but the laborers are few. “Pray to the master of the harvest to send more laborers 

into the field”. What can we make of Jesus’ invitation here?  First of all, prayer is an 

indispensable activity of a missionary disciple. When I first was interested in becoming a 

priest, I traveled to Great Falls Montana to visit with my Grand Uncle, the late Bishop 

Eldon Schuster. When I shared with him that I was interested in finding out more about 

becoming a priest, Eldon gave me a prayer book and said, “first and foremost, a priest is a 

man of prayer. So, get praying!” That was the best advice he ever gave me.  

 

A favorite teacher of mine, Bishop Robert Barron, shared with us at our seminary about 

twenty years ago that he had at the time recently discovered that when Billy Graham 

decided to conduct a crusade in a city or area, he would send a group of Christians, 

months in advance, to just pray for the success of the crusade. That was their only job, to 

pray for the success of this ministry.  
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Billy Graham understood that if prayer wasn’t at the heart of his ministry, it would not 

succeed. The invitation here is for us all to take the time each day to pray. Just adding a 

little bit more time each day for prayer can make the rest of our life so much better.  

 

A second important gleaning from Jesus’ invitation is: we must pray every day for 

vocations to the priesthood, religious life, the diaconate and for more dedicated lay 

ecclesial ministers to help work in the fields of the Lord’s vineyard. We must pray every 

day for an increase of vocations. We must encourage our children (yes, our children), our 

nieces and nephews, and our parishioners to pursue a vocation to ministry when they hear 

the Lord calling their name. And, at least from my perspective, we are not looking for 

people who are perfect because there have only been two people in the world like that 

and you and I are not them.  

 

What we need are more vocations in our Church of missionary disciples who are not 

fixated on material or worldly possessions, but rather are interested in caring for the 

spiritual, physical, intellectual and emotional needs of others. When we talk about 

salvation, Jesus comes to us as salve for the soul. That is what ministry is, to bring Jesus’ 

salve to wounded, infirm souls.  

 

This is because at the heart of Christian missionary discipleship is evangelization. Jesus 

commands his disciples to proclaim to the world that the Kingdom of God is at hand. 

And so, I think we all intuitively know that it is not enough to come here only once every 

week and say we are Christian. We must exercise our Christianity by the measure we 

proclaim the Kingship of Christ, be it at home or at work, with our pocket book, in the 

voting booth and yes, even at times while we are sitting in an airplane. Discipleship 

demands evangelization in all areas of our lives. And so perhaps, during this time 

surrounding Independence Day, we can be thankful for the gift of being Americans (we 

should be thankful), and when we say the pledge of allegiance with our families, 

contemplate the piece about “under God” and what that means, what that should mean or 

what that could mean.   

 

In conclusion, my friends, the tenth Chapter of the Gospel of Luke provides us a glimpse 

of what Christ wants of us, for his Church, and for the world. Jesus wants to sanctify the 

world through the efforts of missionary disciples. Here in Woodinville, that means you 

and me. We have been sent!   

 


