
 1 

15
th

 Sunday of Ordinary Time C “Be the Change You Want To See”  

Fr. Frank Schuster 

 

If you listen to a priest on Sunday long enough, there are common themes you run into. 

Here we go again! The first letter of John chapter 4, verse 16, tells us that God is love. 

Genesis chapter 1, verses 26-27, say we are made in the image and likeness of that God 

who is love. What are we called to do then? Survey says? LOVE! The meaning of life, 

summarized by a single syllable word: Love. Therefore, when a scholar of the law stands 

up before Jesus and says, “Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus tests him 

with, “you’re a scholar, you tell me?” The scholar responds wisely with an answer from 

his heart rather than from his mind. He responds with essentially a single worded answer, 

“Love- Love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your being, with all your 

strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus, impressed with 

this man’s answer, replied, “You have answered correctly; do this and you will live.” 

 

Incidentally, one of our youngest doctors of the Church, St. Therese of Lisieux, while 

discerning what her vocation was in the body of Christ in the face of terrible infirmity, 

came to this conclusion, “Love comprises all vocations, love is everything, love embraces 

all times and places, in a word, love is eternal”. After discovering this, Therese writes, 

“Then, in the excess of my delirious joy, I cried out: O Jesus, my love….my vocation, at 

last I have found it….My vocation is love!” Isn’t that nice? “My vocation is love”. 

 

But now, my friends, our scholar of the law brings us crashing back down to earth again 

with the question, “who is my neighbor” which is the same thing as asking, who am I to 

love? Or better yet, what does this love look like anyway? Jesus then gives us one of his 

best known parables to describe to us what love looks like in the story of the Good 

Samaritan. A beat up, half dead stranger was lying on the side of a road. A priest sees this 

man and decides to walk on the other side of the road, a Levite (a man from a priestly 

class of Jews) sees this beat up, half dead stranger, and also walks on the other side of the 

road. A Samaritan sees this beat up, half dead stranger, and decides to take care of him. 

And this was a very scandalous ending for the ears that were listening to Jesus speak. 

Jesus was talking to a Jewish crowd. Samaritans were considered to be apostates or even 

atheists by these Jews. What was Jesus essentially saying? What he was saying is this: It 

is not enough to be a pious, religious person, saying your prayers and going to Church. If 

your love of God does not extend to love of neighbor, that apostate atheistic Samaritan 

who looks and talks differently than you will make it into heaven before you do. Get it? 

That is what Jesus was saying. And, I dare say, this is a message we all could do well to 

struggle with in the face of the violence we have seen this past week.  

 

I am not going to say a lot, but I will say this. Loving God means we must love our 

neighbor, and this love must look like something. Love does not look like walking on the 

other side of the street. Love does not look like succumbing to prejudice or fear. Love is 

work, and at times, very hard work. You know, I don’t know about you, but at times I can 

feel a little powerless with all the hate we sometimes see. However, it is good to remind 

ourselves that we are not powerless if we remember to do our part to simply be kind to 

others, to be grateful to others, to be just with others, to be gracious and generous with 
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others. We must remember: if we want to see change in our world, we must be the 

change. It falls to us. We must be the change in the manner we love God and our 

neighbor.  

 

And, I am proud of this parish. We have an amazingly generous parish here helping 

people in need regardless of their religion or belief system with our St. Vincent de Paul 

ministry, African Orphan ministry and I must say we did quite well these past five 

months supporting Camp Unity Eastside who have now moved to their new location in 

Woodinville. Even though our permit with the County has expired to host them here, I 

am happy to be part of a parish that will still find ways to help groups like Camp Unity in 

the future. Why? Well, we all know that love of neighbor must look like something, or as 

St. James put it, faith without works is dead faith. Or as our Lord put it, love of neighbor 

does not look like walking on the other side of the street, no matter how religious we 

think we are. If we want see change in the world, we must be the change.  

 

And when we contemplate what Jesus is commanding us to do I believe we get an inner 

glimpse of heaven. My friends, we get an inner glimpse of heaven. Let me give you two 

illustrations of this, one from Dante and the other from the New Yorker, ready? Dante, in 

his immortal classic, the Divine Comedy gave us a very obvious and spiritually 

challenging difference between heaven and hell. In hell, the damned are only interested in 

their own situation and their own predicament. In heaven, however, the blessed are only 

interested in the wellbeing of others. And so, at one point Dante asks someone at the 

outer reaches of heaven if they are envious of souls who occupied a closer position to 

God. The answer he got was, no. The souls who were farther away rejoiced for the souls 

who were closer to God in heaven. There is no egotism in heaven, no envy, just joy for 

God and for others. This means the best motivation to help others who struggle is not 

rooted in hopes for eternal reward, interestingly enough. As good a motivation as that is, 

the hope for eternal reward is a motivation based on personal gain. The best motivation to 

help others is rooted in genuine love for God and neighbor rather than love for self.  

 

Now for the New Yorker (At least I think it was the New Yorker): Shortly after Princess 

Diana and Blessed Mother Teresa passed away the same week, I recall there was a 

political cartoon. The cartoon depicted Mother Teresa in an Ivory Palace for all eternity 

and Princess Diana in the slums of Calcutta for all eternity. I didn’t like this cartoon. For 

one, I don’t think Princess Diana was perfect, but I do think she was someone who tried 

in her own way to help those in need. However, the primarily reason I didn’t like this 

cartoon is because eternal life in an Ivory Palace would be Mother Teresa’s definition of 

hell. Mother Teresa loved her neighbor. She wouldn’t want to spend all eternity being 

pampered and doted on. Mother Teresa wants to spend eternity in the same way her 

namesake, St. Therese of Lisieux, wants to spend her afterlife. Their idea of heaven is 

spending eternity going around house by house helping poor souls get to heaven. In St. 

Therese and Blessed Teresa we have an example of what perfect love of God and love of 

neighbor looks like. They were the change they wanted to see in the world. From the 

example of their lives, we see a glimpse of heaven.  
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It is interesting that St. Therese defined her vocation as love. She challenged herself and 

others to find holiness, not through grand enterprises, but rather through the little things 

we do each day. Every act of service done with love is an avenue to sainthood. It was St. 

Therese little way that inspired Mother Teresa’s definition of discipleship, doing little 

things with great love. Yes, heaven on earth is something very near to us. It is already in 

our mouths and in our hearts. As Deuteronomy puts it, we have only to carry it out.  

And so, we would be well served this week to consider how loving a person we are. All 

we need to do is take account of our actions. Do our lives represent the change we want 

to see in our world? Our Gospel reading makes one thing loud and clear: love, to be love, 

must look like something.  


