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th

 Sunday of Ordinary Time B Pope Francis on Marriage and the Family 

 

Fr. Frank Schuster 

 

My friends, I think it is fascinating that the Synod on the Family is 

convening again this Sunday in Rome with this weekend’s selection of readings. 

The message this weekend underscores how important the institutions of marriage 

and family are to our Lord and therefore our faith. Jesus chose to be born in his 

humanity into the context of a family. His first miracle in the Gospel of John was 

performed at a wedding. He refers to himself as the bridegroom and the Church as 

his bride on multiple occasions. When describing heaven, Jesus often used the 

analogy of a wedding banquet. Of all the precepts contained in the Law of Moses, 

the law that Jesus explicitly overturns deals with the sanctity of marriage. Pope 

Francis and the synod fathers have many issues to discuss in the coming weeks as 

they grapple with how best to articulate the Gospel honestly and with integrity 

given the challenges families face in this day and age.  

 

I think Pope Francis set the tone beautifully during his recent visit to the 

United States. In particular, I believe the reflection he gave at the Prayer Vigil for 

the Festival of Families in Philadelphia on September 26
th

 sets the tone nicely. It 

is also a good message for the month of October when the Church encourages us 

to respect life. And so, I thought I would share with you today a significant 

excerpt from Pope Francis’ address at this vigil service. Here goes, Pope Francis 

said this about marriage and families. 

 

“A young person once asked me – you know how young people ask hard 

questions! – ‘Father, what did God do before he created the world?’ Believe me, I 

had a hard time answering that one. I told him what I am going to tell you now. 

Before he created the world, God was in love, because God is love. The love he 

had within himself, the love between the Father and the Son, in the Holy Spirit, 

was so great, so overflowing – I’m not sure if this is theologically precise, but you 

will get what I am saying – that love was so great that God could not be selfish. 

He had to go out from himself, in order to have someone to love outside of 

himself. So God created the world. God made this wonderful world in which we 

live and which, since we are not too smart, we are now in the process of 

destroying. But the most beautiful thing God made – so the Bible tells us – was 

the family. He created man and woman. And he gave them everything. He 

entrusted the world to them: ‘Grow, multiply, cultivate the earth, make it bear 

fruit, let it grow’. All the love he put into that marvelous creation, he entrusted to 

a family. 

 

“Let’s go back a bit. All the love God has in himself, all the beauty God 

has in himself, all the truth God has in himself, he entrusts to the family. A family 

is truly a family when it is capable of opening its arms to receive all that love. Of 

course the Garden of Eden is long gone; life has its problems; men and women – 

through the wiles of the devil – experienced division. And all that love which God 
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gave us was practically lost. And in no time, the first crime was committed, the 

first fratricide. Brother kills brother: war. God’s love, beauty and truth, and on the 

other hand the destructiveness of war: we are poised between those two realities 

even today. It is up to us to choose, to decide which way to go.” 

 

The Pope continues, “But let’s go back. When the man and his wife went 

astray and walked away from God, God did not leave them alone. Such was his 

love. So great was his love that he began to walk with mankind, he began to walk 

alongside his people, until the right time came and then he gave the greatest 

demonstration of love: his Son. And where did he send his Son? To a palace, to a 

city, to an office building? He sent him to a family. God came into the world in a 

family. And he could do this because that family was a family with a heart open 

to love, a family whose doors were open. We can think of Mary, a young woman. 

She couldn’t believe it: ‘How can this be?’ But once it was explained to her, she 

obeyed. We think of Joseph, full of dreams for making a home; then along comes 

this surprise which he doesn’t understand. He accepts, he obeys. And in the loving 

obedience of this woman, Mary, and this man, Joseph, we have a family into 

which God comes. God always knocks on the doors of our hearts. He likes to do 

that. He goes out from within. But do you know what he likes best of all? To 

knock on the doors of families. And to see families which are united, families 

which love, families which bring up their children, educating them and helping 

them to grow, families which build a society of goodness, truth and beauty.” 

 

“We are celebrating the festival of families (the Pope continues). The 

family has a divine identity card. Do you see what I mean? God gave the family 

an identity card, so that families could be places in our world where his truth, love 

and beauty could continue to take root and grow. Some of you may say to me: 

‘Father, you can say that because you’re not married!’. Certainly, in the family 

there are difficulties. In families we argue. In families sometimes we throw 

dishes. In families children cause headaches. I’m not going to say anything about 

mothers-in-law! (Yes, the pope actually said that. Any mother in law here that is 

offended, please direct your letters to the Vatican not me! The Pope continues 

with a very good point…) Families always, always, have crosses. Always. 

Because the love of God, the Son of God, also asked us to follow him along this 

way. But in families also, the cross is followed by resurrection, because there too 

the Son of God leads us. So the family is – if you excuse the word – a workshop 

of hope, of the hope of life and resurrection, since God was the one who opened 

this path. Then too, there are children. Children are hard work. When we were 

children, we were hard work. Sometimes back home I see some of my staff who 

come to work with rings under their eyes. They have a one- or two-month-old 

baby. And I ask them: ‘Didn’t you get any sleep?’ And they say: ‘No, the baby 

cried all night’. In families, there are difficulties, but those difficulties are 

resolved by love. Hatred doesn’t resolve any difficulty. Divided hearts do not 

resolve difficulties. Only love is capable of resolving difficulty. Love is a 

celebration, love is joy, love is perseverance.” 
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The Pope concludes, “I don’t want to keep on talking because it will go on 

too long, but I did want to stress two little points about the family. I would ask 

you to think about them. We have to care in a special way for children and for 

grandparents. Children and young people are the future; they are our strength; 

they are what keep us moving forward. They are the ones in whom we put our 

hope. Grandparents are a family’s memory. They are the ones who gave us the 

faith, they passed the faith on to us. Taking care of grandparents and taking care 

of children is the sign of love – I’m not sure if it is the greatest, but for the family 

I would say that it is the most promising – because it promises the future. A 

people incapable of caring for children and caring for the elderly is a people 

without a future, because it lacks the strength and the memory needed to move 

forward. The family is beautiful, but it takes hard work; it brings problems.  

In the family, sometimes there is fighting. The husband argues with the wife; they 

get upset with each other, or children get upset with their parents. May I offer a 

bit of advice: never end the day without making peace in the family. In the family 

the day cannot end in fighting. May God bless you. May God give you strength. 

May God inspire you to keep moving forward. Let us care for the family. Let us 

defend the family, because there our future is at stake. Thank you. God bless you, 

and please pray for me.” 

 

Great message and good advice from Pope Francis, don’t you think? And 

so, this weekend offers us an opportunity to pray for Pope Francis and the 

upcoming synod, but let’s also pray for our families here in our parish, especially 

for families and marriages that are struggling right now. We are invited this week 

to find little ways to become beacons of faith, hope and love in our own families 

and let that light mingle with Christ our Lord who lights our way to heaven. 

Amen.  

 


