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 Sunday of Ordinary Time C The Bride of Christ 

 

Fr. Frank Schuster  

 

After I was ordained in the spring of 1999, I was thrilled that summer when I was 

offered the privilege to celebrate my first wedding Mass for friends I knew in High 

School. We were classmates once upon a time at Kennedy High School, and continued to 

be classmates by attending the University of Washington and being actively involved 

with the Newman Center there. What an honor to celebrate their marriage at Sacred Heart 

in Bellingham on a lovely day in August 1999. 

 

The second wedding I celebrated was the very next day at the request of the 

pastor I was assigned to. They were a very nice couple. Both of them had several 

previous marriages. I think the bride had three previous marriages and the groom had 

four. They had gone through the annulment process however and were found to be free to 

marry in the Catholic Church. As an aside, I always have a deep respect for people who 

make a good effort to have their marriage blessed by the Church.  

 

The funny thing however, as this was only the second time I was celebrating a 

wedding ceremony and I didn’t know them very well, I was noticeably nervous during 

the ceremony trying to get all the words right. After the ceremony, the groom came up to 

me with a smile, slapped me on the back and said, “Father, you did a good job out there 

however you looked more nervous than we did”. I accidentally replied, “Well, you have 

done this more times than I have.” This wasn’t the shiniest moment of my career as a 

priest. Because of the annulments, in truth, this was actually their first sacramental 

marriage, in a matter of speaking, because the others had been annulled. And the Church 

is a welcome spiritual home to those who have broken marriages too.  

 

In our Gospel reading, it is very interesting that Jesus performs his first sign at the 

wedding at Cana, changing water into wine. This is a meaningful Gospel reading for me 

because I was given the honor to witness the renewal of marriage vows of my parents and 

very dear friends of mine in Cana about 7 years ago or so. That was a wonderful day.  

 

We all know that the institution of marriage is so important to Jesus in the 

Gospels that we rightfully call marriage a Sacrament. In the Gospel of John, it is at a 

marriage that Jesus begins his ministry by turning water into wine.  I find it interesting 

that the author of the Gospel doesn’t use the word “miracle” like the other Gospels do. 

The author uses the word “sign” instead, a remarkable moment that points to some 

greater reality. That this wine Jesus made was better than the first wine offered to the 

guests is symbolic of the relationship of the new covenant of Jesus Christ from the 

covenants of old.  

 

This is what Isaiah was foreshadowing in our first reading. Isaiah likens God’s 

covenant with His Chosen People Israel to a failed marriage. The theme you get over and 

over in the Old Testament is Israel’s infidelity to their covenant with God. Isaiah 

prophesied that a savior would come who would cleanse the Chosen People from their 
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iniquities and provide them a new covenant. This wonderful future is spelled out by 

Isaiah in the first reading “No more shall people call you ‘forsaken,’ or your land 

‘desolate’ but you shall be called ‘ my delight’ and your land espoused…as a bridegroom 

rejoices in his bride so shall your God rejoice in you.” This is the language he uses. 

 

How does this prophesy relate to our Gospel reading? In the story of the wedding 

at Cana, it is interesting to consider that the role of providing wine to the guests belonged 

to the bridegroom. By providing the wine to this wedding banquet, Jesus assumed the 

role of the bridegroom of the people of Israel. His first miracle in the Gospel of John is 

therefore rightly called a sign because it said loud and clear that Jesus is the bridegroom 

prophesied by Isaiah. 

 

Of course, Jesus likened the Kingdom of God as to a wedding banquet on several 

occasions in the Gospels and had straight forward teachings on the nature of marriage 

that both his society and ours had difficulty with. It is important to notice, however, that 

Jesus’ preoccupation with marriage is very revealing to us of how Jesus saw himself. 

Jesus saw himself as the bridegroom eloping with His bride, the Church, in a cosmic 

marriage, where the two become one, humanity and divinity, no longer two but one. We 

just celebrated the anniversary of this marriage, so to speak, on Christmas, our high feast 

day of the incarnation. It is a marriage that, thank goodness, that can’t be undone. Even if 

we are unfaithful, God remains faithful.  

 

You see, Jesus knew full well about how sinful humanity can be and how far we 

can fall. God could have easily dismissed humanity as a rather fickle spouse with fidelity 

issues. In marriage, however, Jesus teaches the two become one. What God brings 

together, no one ought to separate. Since God has now married himself to humanity and 

become one flesh with us in the marriage of the incarnation, we can now imagine how 

Jesus could then suffer and atone for our sins in his very flesh. His body, you see, is 

inseparably one with his spouse. This is a wonderful commentary on our salvation. 

Because our humanity is inseparably one with Jesus’ divinity, we will rise with him on 

the last day.  

 

And this is why our baptism is so important. Baptism is important because, by our 

baptism we are sacramentally welcomed into the bride of Christ, the Church. By being 

welcomed into the Bride of Christ, the New Israel, the Church, we are also welcomed 

into the Body of Christ. Because of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, he is one with his 

bride and we are one with him. We will celebrate the oneness with Christ sacramentally 

today when we will truly receive Jesus’ body and blood in the Eucharist. If we distance 

ourselves from the bridegroom, he welcomes us back in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

Even if we are unfaithful, Jesus remains faithful.  

 

Typically, two questions arise from this, one more intellectual and another more 

spiritual. The first question has to do with what happens to those who are not physically 

baptized at the end of time?  I think the second Vatican Council Constitution Lumen 

Gentium does a good job on this question.  
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We believe that the activity of the Bride of Christ transcends the visible 

boundaries of institutions. The Church teaches that those who through no fault of their 

own are not baptized can also receive everlasting life if they live good lives following 

their conscience. One could call this sort of welcome into Jesus’ spouse, the Church, as 

an implicit baptism of the heart. One can imagine this in the Gospel of Luke when, at the 

crucifixion, Jesus promises everlasting life to the good thief, whom we refer to as St. 

Dismas. Dismas wasn’t physically baptized, he was spiritually baptized.   

 

The more spiritual question that arises however is: since we are now one flesh 

with Christ in the marriage of the incarnation, and the waters of baptism, how does one 

practically live and operate as part of the Body of Christ? I think St. Paul answers this 

question very well in our second reading from first Corinthians. We live and operate in 

this Body of Christ according to the gifts God has given us.  

 

We all have different gifts in the Body of Christ. We all have something to 

contribute. The challenge is to discern what these gifts are and to celebrate them by the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit as part of the Body of Christ. Or, another way of saying it, 

don’t put your light under a bushel basket! Let it shine! We need your light to shine not 

just in this building here but we need that light to shine at home, in the workplace, when 

you are driving in Woodinville, when you are in the voting booth. We need your light to 

shine. We also need to celebrate the fact that we all have different gifts and roles in this 

Body of Christ. Although we are as different and as numerous as the grains of sand of the 

seashore, we are still inseparably one with God and each other in Baptism, as a people 

wedded to Jesus Christ.  

  


