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3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time B “Lessons from a Seahawk Game” 
 
Fr. Frank Schuster 
 

I hope you enjoyed our guest priest last weekend, our vocation director 
Fr. Dolejsi. He is a wonderful preacher, don’t you think? I am sure he signed you 
all up to be priests and sisters by now. It’s a great life! I had my retreat scheduled 
for Monday through Friday last week. When Fr. Dolejsi said he was willing to 
take my masses last weekend, I was grateful because this gave me the 
opportunity to have a few days off before my retreat. And then my brother, my 
cousins, and a few of their friends reminded me that there was a small sporting 
event last Sunday that I was surprisingly free to attend. Yes, I was there! I have 
to say the first 57 minutes of the game (as counted by the game clock) wasn’t all 
that great. But those last three minutes were exciting, weren’t they?  

 
What is it about those Seahawks? It is as if someone told them three 

minutes before the end of the game that time was running out, it is now time to 
play if you don’t want your season to end. And, boy did they ever! Of course, the 
reason why the Seahawks won was because of me. Of course they won because I 
was there! All kidding aside, the reason why I share this story isn’t because I wish 
to brag about being there but because the message “time is short” is present in 
all three readings this Sunday. Bear with me!  
 

Jonah tells the people of Nineveh in our first reading, “40 days more and 
Nineveh shall be destroyed”. St. Paul tells us in our second reading, “I tell you, 
brothers and sisters, that time is running out.” Jesus tells us in our Gospel 
reading, “This is the time of fulfillment.” Not a week from now, not a year from 
now, this is the time of fulfillment. “The Kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and 
believe in the Gospel”. It is as if the Church is telling us this weekend, stop being 
so comfortable, the game clock is running out, act now before it is too late.  
 
 Being at that game last weekend, what really resonates about this 
message to me was, prior to the great football comeback of the ages, most of 
the people in that stadium (including myself) were resigned to the fact that we 
had lost the game. Little over 2 minutes to go, down by 12, I mean, come on! 
After the last interception, I watched hundreds of Seahawk fans start their way 
to the exits. When they Seahawks began their comeback, you could hear them 
outside the gates wailing and gnashing their teeth. I stayed, but not because I 
thought we were going to win. There is a tendency in human nature to accept 
defeat.  

 
Listen, this is very true in the spirit life! How many times have we 

accepted that we are defeated, maybe in a broken relationship, maybe in a 
dream we had for ourselves, or perhaps by a vice or sinful pattern that we just 
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can’t seem to beat, and we look at the game clock called life and say, “I give up”. 
The lesson last weekend was, even if there are only seconds left on the game 
clock, you can still win the game if you don’t give up, and this is truer in the spirit 
life than it is in the game of football as we all know.  
 
 After the game, I came home and I had to watch it again from my DVR, 
check out the post-game interviews, email a buddy of mine who lives in 
Wisconsin to rub it in, etc. I was moved by Russell Wilson’s interview after the 
game, tearfully thanking God. It was great, wasn’t it?  I was curious about Aaron 
Rogers’ response to that. He wasn’t as happy as Russell of course, but he had 
something interesting to say. He said, “I don’t think God cares a whole lot about 
the outcome. He cares about the people involved”. Isn’t that great? Now don’t 
get me wrong, Russell Wilson is fun to watch and listen to, but in this instance, 
Aaron Rogers is the better theologian.  
 

God cares for everybody. God cares for you, even if you do not like 
football, even if you live in Wisconsin. God cares enough that sometimes he tells 
us in the bible that time is running short, don’t quit, now is the time for 
fulfillment, the kingdom of God is at hand. If you think the message “don’t quit” 
is helpful in the game of football, how much more true is it in our relationships at 
home, in how we conduct ourselves at work, in school, in our neighborhood or 
community? How about in our stewardship of our body and our soul? What are 
the areas in my life that I feel defeated? What are the areas in my life that I look 
at the game clock called life and say “I give up”? Jesus challenges us to not give 
up. It is never too late to turn the game around. How do we begin? 

 
Jesus tells us that we begin by repenting and believing the Gospel. I have 

shared with you before that the English word “Repent” isn’t as revealing as the 
original Greek word here. You all remember it, don’t you? Someone out there 
shout it out. Metanoia is the Greek work here. “Meta” means transcend and 
“nous” means mind. And so “repent” in this sense is a challenge for us to 
transcend our current way of thinking and to see ourselves and the world around 
us in light of the Kingdom, through Jesus’ eyes.  

 
Look, no one has ever made a positive change in their life without first 

recognizing what isn’t working in their life, being sorry for that, envisioning the 
change that needs to happen and believing in it enough so to do it, even suffer 
for it. That is what metanoia means. The Holy Spirit will inspire us and gives us all 
the grace we need to achieve our vocations, but if we don’t change our 
mindsets, believe in Jesus’ vision for us, and act on that worldview, we will just 
continue to spin our wheels in this life, or worse, we will quit.   
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And so, I think it is helpful that the Church rolls out readings like we have 
this Sunday every so often to remind us of Jonah’s words to the people of 
Nineveh, “40 days more and Nineveh shall be destroyed”, to remind us of what 
St. Paul tells us in our second reading, “I tell you, brothers and sisters, that time 
is running out”, and to remind us of Jesus’ words in our Gospel reading, “This is 
the time of fulfillment.” Not a week from now, not a year from now, this is the 
time of fulfillment. “The Kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the 
Gospel”. My friends, ask yourself what does Jesus’ invitation to metanoia mean 
for you right now, today? The invitation this Sunday is to get moving, embrace 
the vision of the Kingdom and never quit. The game clock called life is ticking. 
When the game ends, be victorious.  


