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Fourth Sunday of Advent C Micah, Elizabeth, and Mary 

Fr. Frank Schuster 

 

On this fourth Sunday of Advent, it is as if all the great figures of the Old Testament are 

gathering, all the prophets and patriarchs, judges and mystics are coming together, 

pointing in expectation for the coming of Christ. This Sunday, we have three figures that 

we are confronted with who give us three points to consider as we enter into the 

Christmas season. 

 

The first figure is Micah. We do not hear from him very often in the liturgical cycle. He 

is one of our minor prophets and he has something very important to say. He says, thus 

says the Lord: you, Bethlehem-Ephrathah, too small to be among the clans of Judah, from 

you shall come forth for me the Messiah.  

 

You have to understand that Bethlehem was a little speck of a town, an outskirt suburb of 

Jerusalem really. For us, it would be like God saying, “From you Woodinville shall come 

the Savior”. How would folks from Seattle think about that? The mighty Messiah is 

going to come from Duvall. Of course, the little giving rise to the great is a common 

theme in the Old Testament. Abel was younger than Cain, Jacob was younger than Esau, 

look how the slaves stood up to the armies of Egypt, and how ‘bout tiny David over 

Goliath, to name a few.   

 

Bethlehem was the city of David, the city of the little Shepherd King. Do you remember 

the story of how David became anointed king of Israel? It begins with the prophet 

Samuel making a trip to Bethlehem. He finds Jesse and asks him to bring out his sons. 

All the sons come out, Samuel looks at each one, no not this one, no not this one, and 

finally asks Jesse if he has any other sons. Jesse, responds, well there is little David, he is 

out in the fields tending the sheep. Samuel says, bring him to me. As soon as David 

appears, Samuel anoints little David king right then and there. The smallest becomes the 

greatest.  

 

The Lord of the Rings is one of my favorite books. They are good movies too. JRR 

Tolkien was a devout Catholic who patterned Gandalf after the prophet Samuel, the 

wandering wonderworker whose brief visit in towns changed lives forever. The day 

Gandalf visited Jesse and his sons was indeed quite the unexpected party. Middle Earth is 

a wonderful world filled with strange people like Elves (who are angelic beings, halos 

included, at least in the books) and Orcs are fallen elves, just like demons are fallen 

angels. In Tolkien’s universe there are also wizards (who are like the prophets and 

wonderworkers of old, and of course human beings. Who are the heroes of the story? 

None of them! The heroes are the Hobbits. They are the only ones humble enough to 

carry the burden the farthest.  From Micah, we remember an important lesson. Where is 

salvation to be found? Look to the little and to the insignificant. That is where salvation 

will be found. 
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The second figure we must look at is Elizabeth. Elizabeth, remember, is the one who was 

elderly and thought to be sterile. She represents a number of Old Testament women. 

Sarah, the wife of Abraham and mother to Isaac, was in her eighties or nineties before she 

conceived and gave birth. The unnamed woman who gave birth to Samson is another 

elderly woman thought to be sterile. Hannah was thought to be sterile and then she gives 

birth to Samuel.  

 

These women in scripture represent Israel. These women stand for humanity. Humanity 

is barren, powerless to give life without God’s grace. The message is, even in barren 

places, God can bring forth life again. Humanity is also understood as barren due to sin. 

God enters into our sinfulness and brings forth life again. Whenever we feel lifeless, 

powerless, or barren in the spirit life, we can learn a lesson from Elizabeth. Never give up 

hope. 

 

Finally, we have Mary in the Gospel, preparing us for the Christmas story in a few days. 

Mary represents Israel and humanity at our best. Mary has heard the voice of the Angel 

and trusted it. Mary trusts, she believes and then she moves. Our Gospel begins, Mary set 

out in haste! Isn’t that great, she has heard the word of God and now is filled with 

mission. We all know people who are like Mary, people who trust in God and are 

therefore filled with purpose and mission.  

 

Elizabeth rejoices with Mary, “Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to 

you by the Lord would be fulfilled.” Did Mary see where her life was going to go? No. 

Do we know where we are going all the time? No.  But the point is Mary trusted in God’s 

plan even though she could not see the future. Mary trusted, and the world has been better 

ever since. 

 

My friends, this fourth Sunday of Advent, we have three important figures with three 

important lessons. Micah challenged us to look toward the little. Look to the insignificant 

to find God’s presence in our lives. Never feel like you are too little or insignificant. 

Remember the story of King David. Elizabeth challenges us to never give up hope in the 

spirit life. If life feels barren to you right now, never lose hope! God will not fail you. 

 

And finally, my friends, Mary challenges us to trust in the word of God and allow the 

word of God to take flesh in our hearts with zeal. May God bless us with this grace this 

Christmas season! And may God bless us this Christmas through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

 

 


