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Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

“Treasuring Marian Doctrines” 

Fr. Frank Schuster 

 

There is an old story about a workman on a scaffold, high above the nave of a 

cathedral. He looked down and saw a woman praying before a statue of Mary. As a joke, 

the workman whispered, "Woman, this is Jesus." The woman ignored him. The workman 

whispered again, more loudly: "Woman, this is Jesus." Again, the woman ignored him. 

Finally, he said aloud, "Woman, don't you hear me? This is Jesus." At this point the 

woman looked up at the crucifix and said, "Be still now, Jesus, I'm talking to your 

mother." Why do Catholics treasure Marian devotions and doctrines that their non-

Catholic brothers and sisters do not? It is because, I think, the Catholic Church is trying 

to tell the full story, to proclaim the full gospel. 

 

But isn't the gospel all about Christ and what he did and taught? Well, Yes! And 

there are certain people, such as the Virgin Mary, who tell us quite a bit about Christ. One 

way to understand things is to consider: the gospel is about Christ, in the same way that 

the story of “the fall of mankind” is about Adam. As Paul says in first Corinthians, "For 

as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ" (1 Corinthians 15:22). “For as all 

die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ”. That is why Paul refers to Christ as the 

new Adam. But as soon as we say that, we become seriously aware of a missing link.  

 

The story of “the fall” is not only the story of Adam but the story of Adam and 

Eve. If Jesus is the new Adam, we can ask ourselves, who is the new Eve? Mary, of 

course, is the new Eve. Mary is the new Eve. Just as the full story of humanity’s “fall” 

cannot be told without Eve, so also the full story of our redemption cannot be told 

without Mary. I think you are going to be fascinated with the many revealing parallels 

between the old Adam and Eve, on the one hand, and the new Adam and Eve, Jesus and 

Mary, on the other. Here are some of the parallels. Let’s begin.  
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 In the old order, according to Genesis’ account, the woman (Eve) came 

forth from the body of the man (Adam), but in the new order, the man 

(Jesus) comes forth from the body of the woman (Mary). 

  

 In the old order, following Genesis again, the woman (Eve) first disobeyed 

God and led the man (Adam) to do the same. What do we have in the new 

order? The woman (Mary) is the one who first said "Yes" to God (Luke 

1:38) and then led her son Jesus to do the same.  

 In Genesis, Adam and Eve, in their insatiable cravings, gladly disobeyed 

God. In the Gospel, the new Adam and Eve, Jesus and Mary, suffered 

greatly as they followed the Father’s will resolutely. The sword of sorrow 

pierced both of their hearts, so to speak. (John 19:34; Luke 2:35b).  

 In the old order Adam and Eve, and their descendents, shared immediately 

in the resulting consequences and punishments of “the fall”. In the new 

order, Jesus and Mary, share immediately in the blessings of the paschal 

mystery. They now experience the fullness of life with God; Jesus through 

the Ascension and Mary through the Assumption. 

 Those, who through their baptism have configured themselves to Christ, 

now have an invitation to one day eternally share the fullness of life with 

God.  

 

And so, the doctrine of the Assumption teaches that at the end of her earthly 

existence, the Blessed Virgin Mary was taken up (assumed), body and soul, into heaven. 

Why should we care about this? We should care because there are now two human bodies 

we know of to be in heaven with God at this time: the human body of Jesus and the 

human body of Mary. Bodies people, bodies, not just spirits, but also bodies. The tomb 

was empty, you see, and if we play our cards right, so will ours.   
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You see, I believe Marian doctrines and devotions properly understood and 

practiced, do not lead believers away from Christ. Marian doctrines and devotions, 

properly understood, lead us more deeply into the mystery of Jesus Christ. The 

celebration of the incarnation at Christmas, the celebration of the annunciation, the 

celebration of the resurrection at Easter, the celebration of the Ascension, and today’s 

celebration of the Assumption of Mary, body and soul into heaven, are all feast days that 

affirm the goodness of the human body.  

 

Our fleshy, human bodies, though frail, are nevertheless sacred, and have a 

vocation in the eternity God has planned for us. The body is a sacred gift that will 

miraculously rise, renewed on the last day. One obvious invitation among many can be to 

take an inventory of the ways we could treat our bodies and the bodies of others with 

greater respect. Just go down the list, do I take care of my body like I should, do I 

practice good self control of the appetites, am I respectful of other people’s boundaries, 

do I look at other people as being in the image and likeness of God or do I look at other 

people the way I, well, really shouldn’t. The body is a sacred gift to be celebrated, not 

abused. There is so much we can learn from Jesus through Mary. There is so much we 

can learn about ourselves. 

 

It is therefore interesting to me that the very last time we get to hear Mary speak 

in the New Testament is at the Wedding at Cana. The image of a wedding calls to mind 

the marriage between humanity and divinity in the person of Jesus, a message of 

profound affirmation of the human body along with the whole human person. The water 

transformed to wine suggests the same message. And so, we ask ourselves: What areas of 

our lives do we want transformed, like water into wine? What areas of our lives do we 

want transformed, like water into wine? Mary shows us the way, her last words to us, 

"Do whatever He tells you" (John 2:5).  

 
 
 
 
  


