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Christ the King C “The Irony of a Crucified King” 

Fr. Frank Schuster 

 

My friends, today is the Christ the King! At the end of the Church’s liturgical 

year, the Church reminds us that everything we have celebrated this year from last 

Advent to this Sunday leads us to understand that Jesus Christ is Lord and King of our 

lives. The Gospel reading that the Church wants us to look at, as we celebrate Christ as 

King, is very ironic. Chesterton calls it, the divine jest, and Bishop Robert Barron calls it 

divine poetry. Every so often I try to channel him a little bit, that this Lord of Lords, this 

King of Kings, the one that we give absolute loyalty to, is a young man about thirty or so. 

He never held a public office. He is someone who died at a young age on a terrible device 

of torture. That’s the king. The Church is telling us today that the Kingship of Christ gets 

missed if we don’t get the passion of the Christ. If we stress the passion without getting 

Christ’s kingship right, we also miss the point. 

 

My friends, let’s take a look at the reading from Colossians. This reading is one of 

the most sublime statements about Jesus. Let’s take a closer look. It says that Jesus is the 

image of the invisible God. This is very high praise. If you want to know what God looks 

like, look at Jesus. It continues: Jesus is the firstborn of all creation for in him was 

created all things in heaven and on earth. What this means is: Jesus himself is not a 

creature, but through him all things came into being. Like in the prologue of the Gospel 

of John, Jesus is the divine Word from whom all things come into existence. Jesus is the 

beginning of all reality. All things were created through him and for him. This means, the 

earth, the sky, indeed the whole cosmos was created for Jesus. Colossians continues, in 

Jesus all things hold together. Jesus is the organizing principle of reality.  

 

What does this mean? It means: if we think Jesus was just one great person 

among many, we would be wrong.  If we think Jesus was a great philosopher among 

many, we would be wrong. If we think Christianity is just one nice belief among many, 

St. Paul says we would be wrong. Jesus is the beginning and the end, the alpha and the 

omega and every letter in between. Jesus is God from God, light from light, true God 

from true God, begotten not made, consubstantial with the Father, through him all things 

were made. All fullness resides in Christ. Christ is the King of Kings. 

 

Now keeping all this in mind, what does this king look like? Switch scenes now to 

a little garbage dump, that is what Golgotha was. It was a garbage dump. Now there is a 

man about thirty, pinned to an awful torture devise, he is in his death throws, nailed to 

planks of wood. To make things worse, people are walking by, sneering at him, making 

fun of him, “He saved others, let him save himself!” He is alone, abandoned, forgotten, 

and dying. He is the one Paul is talking about. This man is the Lord of Lords, the King of 

Kings, the God from God, light from light, want to see God? Look at him. What a strange 

religion we have, what irony, what poetry! 
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My friends, how are we to make sense of this? Perhaps our notion of Kingship is 

all wrong! Perhaps our notion of Lordship is mistaken. What do we think of when we use 

the word Kingship? We think of Kingship as having power over others! That is what we 

think of governors and presidents as well, as people with power over others. The 

difference of course is that a king has tremendous power over others without even being 

elected. A king is someone with profound power over others. This is why the soldiers 

said, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” After all, kingship means you 

should be able to save yourself better than anyone. This is why rulers sneered at Jesus 

saying, “He saved others, let him save himself!” That was their way of claiming lordship 

over Jesus. They are trying to claim power over him. Even one of the criminals there 

reviled Jesus saying “Are you not the Christ, save yourself”. This is what they thought 

Kingship meant. If I have all the power or money in the world, I should be able to save 

myself better than anyone. 

 

The irony is: the true king revealed to us by God through Sacred Scripture is not 

the one who saves himself, but rather the one who forgets himself in love for others. The 

true king is not the one who inflates his ego and sense of self-importance, but rather 

considers other peoples’ lives as more important than his own. The true king is not the 

one who fills himself up with the praises of others but rather empties himself out in 

altruistic love of the world, making peace by the blood of his cross. That is our king. One 

of the most powerful moments in the bible is in today’s Gospel reading. The good thief 

next to Jesus didn’t get a lot of things right during his lifetime. He said he deserved to be 

punished like he was. He admitted this. All he asks of Jesus is to be remembered when 

Jesus enters into his Kingdom. He gets more than he bargained for. Jesus looks at him 

and says, “Amen I say to you, this day you will be with me in paradise.” Jesus celebrates 

his Kingship, not by saving himself, but rather by saving another.  

 

What does this mean for us today? I think it says something radically different 

than what we have been fed over and over in our culture. Having power in our culture 

seems to simply be an equation about how much money we make and how well we can 

serve ourselves, satisfying our every want and need. The Gospel says something radically 

different. The Gospel says, if you want to have true power in your life, stop trying to save 

yourself, but rather start wanting to save other people instead. The Gospel says: stop 

trying to serve yourself. Serve other people instead. An invitation could be: consider what 

might be going on in our families right now and what this message might mean today, 

especially as we get closer to Thanksgiving? Consider what might be going on right now 

in the workplace or in the classroom and what this message might mean today. How 

about as a faithful citizen in our country today? Instead of fixating on serving ourselves, 

if we want to live in the power that created the universe, try reaching out in love and 

service to another. When we do this, we participate in the power of this feast day, we who 

are citizens of this great country but first of all baptized followers of Jesus Christ the 

King. 


