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Palm Sunday A  
 
“Jesus Saves Us from Forsakenness” 
 
Fr. Frank Schuster  
 

And so it begins. My friends, we have entered into Holy Week. The 
Passion preaches for itself. We have entered into the drama of our salvation.  
 

This year, we proclaim Matthew’s account of the passion. The apex of 
Matthew’s account is Jesus’ last words on the cross, “Eli Eli Lemasabachtanti”. 
My God, My God, why have you forsaken me? Jesus’ last words on the cross are 
from psalm 22. You may wish to pick up a bible this week and prayerfully read it, 
because in this psalm contains Jesus’ understanding of why his death on the 
cross was salvific for the human race. The last part of psalm 22 is quite revealing. 
The psalm ends with, “All the ends of the earth will worship and turn to the Lord. 
All the families of nations will bow low before you. For kingship belongs to the 
Lord, the ruler over the nations. All who sleep in the earth will bow low before 
God; all who have gone down in the dust will kneel in homage. And I will live for 
the Lord; my descendants will serve you. The generation to come will be told of 
the Lord, that they may proclaim to a people yet unborn the deliverance you 
have brought.”   
 

Jesus’ last words in Matthew are quite revealing. What they tell us is that 
it isn’t his active ministry in life that ultimately saves us. It is his passive ministry, 
his willingness to enter into the core of our human dysfunction, into the heart of 
sin and death itself, becoming the sacrificial Lamb of God who takes away the 
sins of the world.  
 

Jesus’ last words invite us to consider the areas of our lives that are 
dysfunctional and realize that Jesus wants enter into the core of our brokenness. 
When were the times we sacrificed Gospel values, betraying Jesus for a handful 
of silver? When were the spiritually important times during life that we fell 
asleep, when we were slothful, unable to stay awake for even an hour when it 
matter most to the Lord and to the people in our lives?  When were the times 
that we refused to be charitable with others and instead resorted to violence, in 
thought, word or deed? The image of a disciple cutting off someone’s ear is 
provocative because when we resort to violent thoughts, words and deeds the 
first thing to go is the ability to listen, to hear.  
 

All we have to do is watch the news to see how violent we human beings 
can be. There is an inherent dysfunction at the core of our being, where the 
power of sin and death reigns. When Jesus dies on the cross, his last words are 
evidence that he entered into the heart of our God forsakenness, he entered 



2 
 

into the core of our dysfunction. Even hell itself could not withstand the power 
of love Jesus demonstrated on the cross. The cross says: Jesus loves you. Jesus 
can save you.  
 

My friends, I invite us to make Holy Week a retreat experience for you 
and your family. Come join us for the Holy Triduum, the Holy three days, 
beginning with Holy Thursday at 7 PM, followed by Good Friday at 7 PM and 
Easter Vigil at 9 PM next Saturday. The invitation is to stay awake with the Lord 
this Holy Week and to experience in your heart the love of God, the sacred story, 
the divine conspiracy that heralds the salvation of the world, beginning with you 
and me.    


