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Pentecost C The Healing of Babel 

Fr. Frank Schuster 

 

Genesis tells us a story of how the whole world spoke the same language, once upon a 

time, using the same words and vocabulary. Interestingly enough, I found a recent news 

article of scientists who claim they can trace the languages of Europe and Asia to a 

common language that was spoken 10,000 years ago. I found this very interesting. 

 

The people of the kingdom mentioned in the bible, however, made a fateful mistake by 

deciding they no longer wanted to be subjugated under God. The bible tells us that this 

culture was no longer content with being mere creatures. They wanted to be greater than 

the creator. The government of this kingdom, to achieve this ambition, built a tower high 

into the sky so that they could symbolically claim superiority over God. You remember 

the story. 

 

Or as one of my favorite poems goes, 

  

“Their tower's impressive statistics 

Pleased architects, boosters and mystics, 

        But their excess of pride 

        Caused the Lord to decide 

It was time that they studied linguistics.” 

 

The great city of course was Babel. Babel is where we get the word “babbling” from. It is 

a story about original sin, about how egotism can get in the way of our relationship with 

God and with others.  

 

My friends, when I talk to people who have suffered broken relationships, either with 

parents, children, or spouses, they all share a similar experience. When communication 

breaks down, when communication turns into babbling, relationships break down 

quickly. 

 

When communication breaks down between different political parties in government, our 

government becomes gridlocked. We have never seen this of course.  

 

When communication breaks down in family life, the family finds itself in tough times. 

 

When communication breaks down in married life, the marriage can begin to falter. 

 

When communication breaks down between friends, the friendship is in trouble. 

 

When communication breaks down in the spirit life, the soul can soon be in peril. 

 

You see, when communication breaks down, even if all parties are speaking with perfect 

grammar; we are nevertheless reduced to babbling: Everyone talking at each other with 

no body understanding a single word. 
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What is the answer to the curse of Babel? The answer to Babel is the feast we celebrate 

today, Pentecost! 

 

On Pentecost, the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples like fire. 

  

On Pentecost, all present were able to speak in hundreds of different languages, mirroring 

Babel, but with one important difference, they could understand each other. 

 

My friends, left to our own devices, left to our own ego that wills to dominate 

conversations, family rituals or social contracts between friends, we will always 

eventually collapse into babbling, with relationships ruined under the rubble we have 

created for ourselves. 

 

If we, however, allow the Holy Spirit to descend upon our relationships, seek first the 

Kingdom of God, allow Jesus to be the eyes upon which we view our relationships with 

our family, friends, co-workers, people of other cultures and the world in which we live, 

all of the sudden we are speaking no longer the language of the ego, but the language of 

the Spirit, with the vocabulary of the heart. 

 

You see, what makes a family special is not one person or group of persons who happen 

to share similar DNA. What makes a family special is the Holy Spirit that fans the flame 

of love, strengthening a family to stick together in good times and in bad.   

 

What makes a community or country special is not one elected official or political party. 

What makes a community or country special is the spirit that unites our country when 

push comes to shove. Our country’s motto is E Pluribus Unum, out of the many one. 

 

What makes a parish special is not this or that parishioner or even the priest. For me, 

what makes our parish special is the Holy Spirit at work in the hearts of those who 

dedicate their time, talent and treasure building up the Kingdom of God. Fed by the 

Eucharist, we answer the call of the Holy Spirit to evangelize by the example of our lives.   

 

 

My friends, when was the last time you experienced a relationship reduced to babbling? 

Was at home, was it at work, was it with a friend, perhaps with the Church, or with our 

elected officials? When was the last time you experienced a relationship reduced to 

babbling? Pentecost is the antidote to Babel. Notice that Jesus, in the Gospel, gives the 

apostles the gift of peace before he sends them out to evangelize. It is in that place of 

peace, rather than ego, where real communication happens. It is that place of peace where 

the Holy Spirit can repair relationships and, by extension, renew the face of the earth, one 

soul at a time.  

 


