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Thanksgiving “Don’t Invite Steven Colbert to Dinner” 

Fr. Frank Schuster 

A couple years ago, Steven Colbert advertised on his show a special video to help prepare 

audiences for Thanksgiving dinner. I might have mentioned this before, but it bears repeating. 

The gag was to have a television set at the Thanksgiving table so you can have Stephen Colbert 

join your family for Thanksgiving dinner. On the cover of the DVD, Colbert is dressed up like a 

turkey, and this was appropriate because in the video, Colbert acts like one, spoofing all the ways 

we can ruin a good Thanksgiving dinner by being boastful, argumentative, rude, drunk, and 

hurting other people’s feelings. He then offered the mock DVD for three installments of 39.95 or 

something. It was a funny sketch to watch, however the real reason it caught my attention is 

because most of us have had at least one Thanksgiving or family gathering when an argument 

broke out or someone got out of control or someone’s feelings got hurt. Thanksgiving it seems 

isn’t thanksgiving without at least one antisocial family member. 

I mention this because St. Paul has a remedy for this in our second reading. Since we are 

reflecting on this prior to Thanksgiving dinner, perhaps we can call the reading from St. Paul this 

morning an inoculation, kind of like a flu shot to prevent disaster. This is what St. Paul suggests, 

he says, “put on heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience, bearing with 

one another and forgiving one another, if one has a grievance against another; as the Lord has 

forgiven you, so you must also do. And over all these put on love, that is, the bond of perfection. 

And let the peace of Christ control your hearts, the peace into which you were also called in one 

body. And be thankful.” That is what he says. That’s pretty good advice for Thanksgiving 

dinner, don’t you think? I believe it is Jewish custom to keep a spot at the dinner table open for 

Elijah. Maybe we need a place at the table for St. Paul tonight? Something to think about!  

Of course, whenever Thanksgiving comes around, I always think it is good to reflect on to whom 

we are giving thanks. Don’t you think? To whom should we thank for the blessings we received 

as a people, as a country? It is good to remember that, for religious folks like us, Thanksgiving 

isn’t about giving thanks to ourselves; thanksgiving is about giving thanks to God. I also think it 

is also good manners to thank the cook! 

As you know, every year, it is a tradition for the President of the United States to give a 

Thanksgiving proclamation. Guess who wrote the beginning of this one. It begins. 

 

“The year that is drawing toward its close has been filled with the blessings of fruitful fields and 

healthful skies. To these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the 

source from which they come, others have been added which are of so extraordinary a nature that 

they cannot fail to penetrate and soften even the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever-

watchful providence of Almighty God.” 

There is a lot of wisdom there! Thank you Abraham Lincoln!   
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It is important to recognize that although Thanksgiving is a wonderful national holiday, for our 

founding fathers it was also a religious holiday. For George Washington and Abraham Lincoln, 

Thanksgiving was about giving thanks to God for the blessings he has given our great nation. It 

is a good reminder to not make the mistake of turning this holiday into a day where we end up 

thanking ourselves.   

Our Gospel reading today accentuates this point, ten lepers were healed by Christ, nine of them 

thanked themselves, one returned to give thanks to Christ from whom all blessings flow. The one 

that returns to give thanks is the foreigner and I think this is an important point. How often it is 

that it is the foreigner invited to a family gathering who ends up being the most grateful for the 

invitation?    

You see, my friends, this Gospel reading underscores the importance of gratitude in the spirit 

life. Gratitude is such at the heart of Christian living that even the word Eucharist comes from 

the Greek word meaning thanksgiving. At the heart of Christian worship is the need to be 

thankful to God and to each other; never taking anybody for granted, especially those who are 

closest to us.   

Secular culture tempts us to spend this Holiday thanking ourselves for our blessings. So much so 

that before the turkey is cold tonight some people will ditch the family gathering to line up at the 

stores to go shopping. Don’t let that be you. We know better. We know better. Amen?  

 

I therefore challenge us all today to begin our thanksgiving dinner with a prayer of thanksgiving 

to God in a spirit of love and kindness for the others at the table; perhaps every person in the 

family can have an opportunity during this prayer time to pray aloud one thing that they are 

grateful to God for.  

 

I have some suggestions here. I invite us to thank God for the great country in which we live and 

for the even greater country we can be. I invite us to thank God for all the men and women in 

uniform who have given their lives, and are continuing to give their lives, defending our country 

and protecting our streets. I invite us to thank God for the gift of our family and friends. I invite 

us to thank God for the gift of work and the ability to care for the needs of our family, parish and 

community through good stewardship.  I invite us to remember the empty chairs of those who 

are not there, by distance or by death. In that spirit, I invite us to remember the grieving, the 

lonely, the hungry and the poor that they may receive our love and support. And whatever 

happens, I invite us to please, please, for Heaven’s sake, don’t invite Stephen Colbert over for 

dinner. Instead, let us invite Jesus Christ into our homes from whom all blessings flow.   

 

Happy Thanksgiving 

 

 


