
1 
 

Holy Trinity B “The Divine Agenda” 

 

Fr. Frank Schuster 

 

Let’s begin, “In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen.” Do you see what we just did? We just celebrated Trinity Sunday! 

We just celebrated what we teach, profess and believe. We said, “In the name” 

rather than “in the names” because we teach, profess and believe in one God. The 

ancient Jews understood that if we are going to believe in the idea of God, God 

cannot be more than one. Why? By definition God is almighty. Anything less 

would be less than almighty and not be God. You cannot have two or more gods 

who claim to be almighty. That would be nonsensical. You could say they would 

be mighty, but not almighty, and therefore not God by definition, necessitating us 

to look elsewhere. If by definition God is almighty, then there can be only one. 

Even the devil, as powerful and cunning as he can be, is still only a creature and 

therefore falls infinitely short to the omnipotence inherent in a logical definition 

of God. Even the time and space we operate in are creatures. They are created 

constructs. God, as Creator, infinitely and eternally transcends his creation. Have 

you ever looked up at the sky at night and contemplated the vastness of the 

universe. God is infinitely more.  

 

This is why Moses in our first reading from Deuteronomy said to the 

people, "Ask now of the days of old, before your time, ever since God created 

man upon the earth; ask from one end of the sky to the other: Did anything so 

great ever happen before? Was it ever heard of? Did a people ever hear the voice 

of God…, as you did, and live? Or did any god venture to go and take a nation for 

himself from the midst of another nation…” 

 

My friends, Moses is marveling that the omnipotent and infinite God has 

spoken to the human race. Indeed, we would know little about God unless he 

spoke to us. And when he speaks to the people of the Old Testament, the divine 

agenda is to gather us to himself through the covenants. You want to summarize 

the Old Testament in one sentence? God calls us to be a people of his own.  

 

And so, let’s begin again. “In the name of the Father, and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. Amen.” The one God has been revealed to us in the time and 

space we find ourselves as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 1+1+1= hmmm. Perhaps 

we can think of one God and three Persons in this way. It is interesting how a 

beam of light when it hits a prism can be separated out. Even when separated out 

into different colors, the beam of light is still nevertheless one in nature but 

distinct in color. Follow me? Think of time and space as the prism and the 

oneness of God’s nature revealed to us as three persons, Father Son and Holy 

Spirit, co-eternal and one with each other. Somewhat helpful? Well, this is why 

preachers find this Sunday difficult to preach on. God by nature is ultimately 

indescribable and ineffable. We are limited. God isn’t.   
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Again, we would have no knowledge of God’s nature unless God spoke to 

us. After the resurrection, Jesus tells his disciples in our Gospel reading, "All 

power in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 

And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age." 

 

My friends, when God reveals himself in the Person of Jesus Christ, what 

is the divine agenda? Just like we heard from Moses in our first reading, the 

divine agenda is to gather us to himself. In the incarnation, God grafts onto 

himself the completeness of our human nature thanks to Mary our Blessed 

Mother. In the waters of baptism, our sins are washed clean and God grafts onto 

our human nature the fullness of his divine nature. This decree of the Father is 

accomplished through the passion, death and resurrection of his son Jesus by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. Why? Ultimately, the best answer is it was simply 

fitting for God to do so. From what we gather, his motivation was love, the most 

powerful force in the universe.   

 

What does this mean? What does this do for us? Listen to St. Paul’s 

explanation in our second reading from Romans, “Brothers and sisters: For those 

who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive a spirit 

of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a Spirit of adoption, through 

whom we cry, ‘Abba, Father!’ The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that 

we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs 

with Christ, if only we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.” 

 

Look, when the Word became flash and dwelt among us, the light entered 

the world and the divine agenda became clear. God wants to gather us to himself, 

into his inner life. Through the sacraments of the Church, God leads us even today 

by the hand of the Holy Spirit living within us. By living our baptismal promises, 

the Spirit leads us by the hand through the valley of the shadow of death. Now 

that God has grafted himself to our nature, death is no longer a brick wall but 

rather a prism, if you will.                                                                                           

 

Just as when God’s nature travels this way he is revealed to us as three 

persons coeternal with each other, we will travel through at the end of our days 

and discover that we are one with God, sharing in his nature as adopted children. 

We will be confirming this again today as we receive the Body, Blood, Soul and 

Divinity of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist, uniting his Body with our own, so that 

where he is in heaven we will be as well.  

 

My friends, what does this practically mean for us today? Ask yourself, 

what is important to you right now in your life? Think about that. What concerns 

you the most, right now at this moment? The meaning of this feast day is that 

everything in our world that helps us to grow closer to the Holy Trinity should be 

pursued in this life. Everything that distances us from the Holy Trinity should be 



3 
 

avoided. This is why the feast day of the Holy Trinity is so critically important. 

Consider that everything that is worthwhile in this life should begin and end in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  


